
Contemporary Preaching & Prophecy 

 

 What do we mean by prophecy?  

 What do prophets today say?  

 What functions do they perform? How similar are these to the functions of diviners in ATR? 

(cf. Deut. 18:14) 

 What is the attraction of contemporary prophecy? 

 

Study: 

1 Cor. 11:2-16 – Who prophesies? Is prophecy about authority? (cf. 1 Tim. 2:12)  It seems here 

that prophecy is not about power or authority and does not disrupt the husband-wife pattern of 

headship and submission (cf. 1 Cor. 14:34). 

1 Cor. 12 – Speaking in the Spirit and exalting Jesus are tied closely together (v3). Prophecy is for 

the common good (v7). Prophecy is not the same as a word of wisdom or knowledge (v8-10).1 

Prophecy is no cause for pride (v21). Not everyone is a prophet (v29). 

1 Cor. 13 – Love is more excellent than prophecy and without love prophecy is nothing (v2). 

Prophecy will continue until we see the Lord face to face but it is a sign not of power but of 

weakness, childishness, imperfection (v8-12). 

1 Cor. 14 – The purpose of prophecy (v4-5, 12, 19, 26, 30). Why prophecy is preferable to 

tongues (v6-25). Prophecy can be prepared or spontaneous (v26, 30). Prophecy needs to be 

weighed and tested (v29). In the Spirit there is still self-control (v32-33). There must be no 

conflict with the apostolic writings (v37-38). 

 

A couple of initial thoughts on prophecy: 

1. Clustered around great moments in salvation history – Moses/Exodus, 

Joshua/Conquest, Elijah/Elisha, Exile, Jesus/Apostles. Even by the end of the book of 

Acts miracles and prophecies are reducing. So would not be surprising if genuine 

prophecy is rare today. 

2. New Testament prophecy was probably largely apocalyptic in style and nature, 

functioning as a kind of naming or framing of contemporary situations with Old 

Testament images and metaphors (e.g. Rev. 11:8), a spiritual diagnosis of the deep 

reality of the church and world so as to move the heart of the hearers to flee idolatry 

and run to Christ (some research on this). 

 

                                                           
1 Sometimes our confusions and debates over this issue come down to different vocabulary and church 
cultures. What you call prophecy I might call a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom or an impression or a 
burden or a feeling or a hunch. Some people might say “God said to me” while others might describe the same 
experience as “A picture came into my mind” or “I feel that the things I’ve been reading in the Bible recently 
and certain circumstances and conversations are all pushing me in this certain direction.”  In some ways it 
doesn’t matter too much but it can lead to confusion or, at its worst, putting a feeling on the same level of 
authority as the Bible. 

http://www.tyndalehouse.com/Bulletin/62=2011/10_Harker.pdf


Not proofs of prophecy 

 

Deut. 13:1-5 

Mat. 24:24 

Rev. 13:12-15; 16:3-14 

So there will be dramatically fulfilled prophecies and genuinely spectacular miracles 

accompanying false prophets. BE VERY CAREFUL. 

 

Tests of prophecy  

1. Character - Mat. 7:15-23 – not a complete test as a true prophet can be 

disobedient (e.g. Jonah) but an important indicator.   

2. Name of LORD and Fulfilment - Deut.18:20-22 – fulfilment not a proof (Dt. 

13:1-5) but failure is proof of false prophet. 

3. Content – this is KEY: 

a) Rev. 13:1 – looks right but it is the speech that you need to examine.  

b) Deut. 13:1-5 – leading toward or away from covenant LORD of the 

Bible. Conflicting or agreeing with the books of Moses.  

c) Jer. 6:14; 23:16-17. There’s massive variety in the content of biblical 

prophecy but it is interesting that in the NT the few prophecies that 

we have recorded are more often warnings of suffering than promises 

of blessing. Agabus prophesied famine (Acts 11:28) and persecution 

(Acts 21:11). The prophecies to the churches (Rev. 2-3) contain more 

rebuke than affirmation.  

d) 1 John 4:1-3 – does the prophecy affirm or deny that the eternal Son 

has come in the flesh. 

e) Does it glorify Jesus? This is absolutely crucial. The Spirit’s desire, 

in prophecy as in every other utterance he inspires, is not to exalt 

man but to humble man and exalt Jesus (John 16:7-14). Is the 

prophecy I’m hearing giving me a vision of the Jesus of the Bible, 

the risen crucified Lord, the Lamb who was slain? 

 

Is the Bible enough for you?  

Often our seeking after ‘new words from God’ comes from a spiritual restlessness and lack of 

faith in the Bible as the completely sufficient Word of God. When we are not enjoying the 

amazing feast of soul-satisfying, life-giving words in these 1200 pages, when we fail to see 

new and wonderful pictures of Jesus in this Word each day, when we are not resting in the 

wonderful promises there that He will be with us and sustain us and carry us through all the 

pains and uncertainties of life to an unspeakably wonderful eternity, when we are not content 

with Jesus’ words written for us then inevitably we will start seeking after other food, other 

pictures and other promises. There may well be authentic prophecy in our time and in our 

churches – we pray that it would be Jesus-exalting and true to the reality of the Christian life 

- the way of the cross – but we do not need it. We have The Faith once for all delivered to 

the saints (Jude 3). While not despising prophecy, let us be content and rejoice in the Holy 

Scriptures in which we find the doors to heaven opened and the glory of God in the face of 

Christ. 

 


