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GENESIS 1 

 

Group study: 

Read Genesis 1. 

 What do you learn from Genesis 1 about God? 

 What do you learn about creation as it was originally? 

 

 

Plenary, gathering in observations including: 

- God is primary, distinct from Creation, Trinity, speaking, commanding 

into being, dividing, naming, blessing, good. 

- Creation is secondary, material, ordered, varied, originally good,1 

requires the dominion of man, the creation of man as a big highlight2 

 
 

Order: 
 

Form Fill 

Day 1: Light Day 4: Sun/Moon 

Day 2: Sky/Water Day 5: Birds/Fish 

Day 3: Land/Sea Day 6: Animals/Humans 
 
 

Thus the creation events may be grouped for logical (e.g. where the ‘created 

things’ lived) rather than chronological reasons.3 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 ‘And God saw that the [x] was good’ Gen 1v4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31. This highlights 2v18, which is ‘not 

good.’ 
2 Day 6 gets the focus as the longest passage and in being ‘very good’ (1v31). Also the change of form, 

to poetry, makes us slow down and consider 1v27 as the highlight. 
3 This is one reason why we might be cautious to read Genesis 1 in a strictly literal way. 

Aims: By the end of this session we should … 

- cover the doctrine of man and sin; 

- see how these biblical doctrines affect our worldview. 
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Group discussion: 

 How much is human life valued in our society and culture? 

 

 

What does it mean that Man is created in the ‘image of God’4 (Gen1v26-

27)? 

Both having been created from dust, the image is what distinguished man and 

animal.  

 

Francis Schaeffer said: 

I am as separated from God in the area of His being the Creator and infinite and I 

being the creature and finite, as is the atom or the energy particle [or the dog]…  

However, on the side of God’s personality, the break comes between man and the rest 

of creation… man’s relationship is upward      (The God Who is There, pp. 94-95) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There are 3 views of what the ‘image of God’ is all about: 

 Representative – Man was made to represent God by ruling the world under 

Him. (Gen 1v26).5 

 Relational – Man is fully man when in relationship with God and the human 

community (Gen1v27c).6  

 Resemblance – Man has faculties, e.g. reason, will, relationships, and 

character resembling God.  

                                                      
4 ‘Image’ and ‘likeness’ probably do not refer to two things but to one reality. This could be simply a 

feature of Hebrew poetry – repetition, merism or parallelism. 
5 But caution is required before we read v26b as defining v26a. This may be a grammatical error, 

confusing content and consequence. Indeed, v26b the ‘and’ could be translated as ‘so that’. 
6 But caution is required before we read v27c as determinative since this ‘male and female’ is necessary 

for the multiplication, and hence rule, outlined in v28. 
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 All 3 views have some validity but resemblance includes them all and is 

particularly helpful: 

 

Group study: 

Read Ephesians 4:24-5:1 

 What do you learn about the character of the new self from v25-32? 

 How does this reflect the likeness of God? 

 

Colossians 3:9-14 says the same thing. The ‘image’ is truthfulness, compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, love. Now try meditating 

through the Old Testament and consider how God is all those things – truthful, 

compassionate, gentle, incredibly patient, even working with his mighty hands for the 

benefit of others (Eph. 4:28). What a God we have!  Even his dominion (cf. Gen. 1:26) 

is a gentle, humble, loving, for-the-benefit-of-others dominion – servant leadership. 

 

Which all makes us think of Jesus doesn’t it?  The ‘Creator’ in Colossians is Christ (Col. 

1:16).  It is the image of the Lord Jesus into which we are being changed (2 Cor. 3:18).  

Before the world began it was God’s plan to conform us to the image of the Son 

(Rom. 8:29) and one day we will be fully like him (1 John 3:2).   

 

How is this affected by the fall? 

We retain the image structurally (e.g. James 3:9) but not functionally because 

we become slaves to sin. The ability to reason and will and relate rightly and be 

Christlike was completely distorted and disfigured (see later). 

 

 

The 7th Day – The Sabbath 

 The 7th day does not end.7  

 God ‘rests’ on the 7th Day in the sense that he ceases from 

crafting his creation. God’s rest is not inactivity but with respect to 

‘creating’ (Jn5v16-17). God still sustains the Universe! 

 The Sabbath becomes a key theme throughout the Old 

Testament. It is a) an ‘engagement ring’ given by God to his 

people – a sign they are his (Ex. 31:13; Ezek. 20:12); b) a reminder 

                                                      
7 Which sheds some doubt on the literalness of the previous six days. Though perhaps a reason why 

the Sabbath day doesn’t end is that the Author of Genesis wants us to think of the fall occurring on 

this day. 
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of everything they’ve lost (Ex. 31:17); c) a foretaste of the great 

coming rest (Heb. 4:8-11); d) “God’s rest” (Heb. 4:3-10), rest in an 

intimate relationship with the Father and the Son. 

 

 

GENESIS 2 – Day 6 in detail 
 

 

What are the Two Trees? (2v9) 

(a) The tree of life: Having sinned, access to the tree is denied (3v22) since is 

appears to confirm man in his sinful moral condition. This is established 

by the imagery used in the rest of the Bible where it functions as a 

symbol of confirmation in holiness (Rev2v7; 22v2, 14, 19) and the means 

of immortal bliss (Prov3v18, 11v30, 13v12, 15v4). So being barred from 

the tree of life is both a judgement and a mercy. It is judgment since it 

represent being cut off from the source of our life. It is a mercy since it 

stops us from forever being confirmed forever in a state of total 

depravity and opens up the possibility of redemption. 

(b) The tree of knowledge of good and evil: In 3v22 we’re told that humans 

have become like God in ‘knowing good and evil’ and this must inform 

our understanding of what the tree is. Various proposals have been 

made as to what exactly the phrase means. The best alternatives are a) 

moral autonomy - man deciding for himself what is right and wrong; b) 

knowledge of all the good and evil possibilities at every juncture – man 

becomes aware of all the possible wrong courses of action inherent in 

any moment or object.8 

 

 

What is ‘death’ in 2v17? 

Unless, we say that the snake was correct we rule out 

immediate physical death. The nature of death is spiritually 

immediate (separation from God) and physically delayed. 

 

 

 

                                                      
8 E.g. Before the Fall man would see a piece of wood and would only have thought of good uses for it 

– to dig the ground or make furniture. After the Fall his eyes are opened to its potential as a weapon. 
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GENESIS 3  - The Fall of Man 

 

 

The Fall is a fall from grace. It is important to see chapter 3 in the context of 

God’s massive love and grace poured out on humanity completely apart from 

(and prior to) anything they had done (Gen. 1-2). 

The fall itself is an act of unbelief. Instead of continuing to trust God and his 

Word, man is deceived by the serpent and believes Satan’s lie that God is not 

good, that God is a liar and a despot. 

The result of the fall is being cut off from the source of life, cut off from 

fellowship with Christ,9 ejected out of the kingdom of light and blessing into 

the realm of darkness and curse and decay and spiralling sin. 

 

 

                                                      
9 The ‘Voice of the LORD’ who walks in the garden (Gen. 3:8) must be Jesus. Cf. also 2 Cor. 11:3. This 

means that the original sin was unbelief in Christ – just as in the NT (cf. John 3:18; 16:9). 

Read Genesis 3 and answer the following questions…  

 

1.  What is the nature of the fall? What is at the heart of the sin? Why 

is this action so bad?   

 

 

 

 

2.  What are the effects of the fall in terms of 

a. the relationship between God and mankind? 

 

 

b. the relationship between man and woman? 

 

 

c. the relationship between mankind and world? 
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But what about us?  

The natural state of fallen man 

 

1. Total Culpability  

The Bible here teaches that we inherit Adam’s sin and are guilty or ‘culpable’ 

for it and under condemnation and death because of it. Read Romans 5v12-19 

and 1 Corinthians 15v22. 

Both passages teach a solidarity between Adam and the rest of mankind. In 

some sense, Adam’s sin (guilt and corruption) belong to all. The passages don’t 

spell out how this happens but the most helpful picture may be that of a tree 

(as in Romans 11:16-24). 

Right from the beginning there is a similarity between trees and humans (cf. 

Gen. 1:11 cf. Gen. 1:28; 3:15). Adam is the root of the tree of humanity. Just as 

the branches are one with the root, so we are born one with Adam. Sharing his 

identity we also share his guilt.  

 

 

Is God fair to hold us guilty for Adam’s sin? 

1. Human life always has a corporate dimension. We don’t exist as 

individuals. This is true of families when a father’s sin can radically 

affect family members. It is true on a larger scale. If the leadership 

decides to enter into an unwise war the citizens must bear the 

consequences. 

2. If we object to this in the case of Adam, how do we accept it in the 

case of Christ?  

3. The question is not, ‘how can God send people to Hell?’ but ‘how can 

he save people from Hell?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Group discussion questions: 

 Why do we do the wrong thing? 

 Are babies born basically good? 

 When we see in the news people doing incredibly 

evil things, how do we explain that? 
 

"It's a despicable act - 

these guys are not 

human," one survivor 

of the Westgate 

atrocity tells the BBC 

World Service. 
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2. Total Depravity 

We inherit not only the sin and guilt of Adam but also his corrupt nature. Adam 

is the root of the tree of humanity – as he is poisoned so the whole tree is 

poisoned. Every new branch that grows on the tree (we ourselves) is part of 

that poisoned, decaying tree. The only fruit we can naturally bring forth is the 

fruit of Adam – evil (cf. Mark 7:21-22; Matt. 7:17-19). 

 

Read the following. How is humanity described? What is our natural state? 

 Gen6v5-6, 8v21 –   

 1Ki8v46; Ps14v1-3 –  

 Ps 51v5, 58v3 –  

 Ps130v3, 143v2 –  

 Ecc. 7v20, 9v3 –  

 Is53v6, 64v6 –  

 Jer 17v9; Lk11v3; Jn5v42 –  

 Mt7v17-20; Mk7v14-23; Lk6v43-45 

 Rm1v29-32, 3v9-23; 8v8 –  

 Eph2v1-3, 4v17-19 –  

 1Jn1v8, 10, 19 –  

 

How much does that fit with our culture, with how we think about babies, with 

the teaching in our churches? 

 

‘Every part of his being—his mind, his will, his emotions, his affections, his 

conscience, his body—has been affected by sin.’10 

 

This DOES NOT MEAN that people act as badly as they possibly could do (or 

that all sins are equally bad). We are often prevented by God’s common 

grace/love from expressing evil (Gen4v15; 11v6; 20v6; Rm1v20-21, 32; 2v15; 

13v1-5), and indeed can do relatively good things (Lk6v33, 11v13). 

This DOES MEAN that men are corrupted throughout the totality of their 

being.11 

 

                                                      
10 Reymond, R., A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, (Nelson, 1998), p.450f. 
11 This is different from merely a tendency to sin which the RC’s teach (see the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, 1994, on ‘Original Sin’). 
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This biblical account makes sense of history, the world and our own 

experience. We simply cannot like up to even our own standards. Children are 

born naturally inclined to disobedience and selfishness. We are rotten to the 

core and given the right conditions (or rather the wrong conditions) we are all 

capable of the worst acts of evil. 

 

2 further notes… 

- What about ‘good works’ of non-Christians? In order for a work to be 

good it must be done in faith (Rm14v23). 

 

- Our minds, hearts and wills are naturally corrupted. This means we can 

sincerely think that we are right or feel that we are right and yet be 

wrong: e.g. ‘at peace’ about a certain sinful decision or following another 

religion or worldview. 

 

3. Total Inability 

Man’s corruption implies that natural man is totally unable to change his 

character in a way distinct from his corruption, apart from the regenerating 

work of God’s Spirit. Jer13v23, Mt7v18, Jn3v3, 5, 6v44, 65, 14v17, Rm8v7-8, 

1Cor2v14, 12v3, Jam3v8. 

Furthermore we cannot in any way ‘seek God’ – Psalm 14:2-3. We are dead 

(Eph. 2:1) and as a dead man cannot raise himself from the dead, so we cannot 

play any active role in ourselves coming to spiritual life. 

 

3 further notes… 

- Is this a counsel of despair? No, for only as we realise our inability we will 

cast ourselves upon Christ and realise that salvation and righteousness is 

something to be received not achieved by us (See Lk18v13-17).  

 

- How can God command what we are unable to do? Obligation and ability 

were present before the Fall. Obligation and ability are present in Christ. The 

Law corresponds to the goodness of God not the ability of man. 

 

- What about freedom? If we’re not free how can we be responsible? 

(a) We are responsible, the Bible makes that crystal clear. The Bible teaches 

both human responsibility AND God’s sovereignty. Genesis 50:20 and Acts 2:23 

give helpful examples of how these two can go together – a single act/event 

can have two different intentions behind it – a human intention and a divine 
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intention. Man is responsible for his intention (often evil) and God is 

responsible/praise-worthy for His (entirely good) intention. 

(b) The type of freedom we have is to choose according to our natures, i.e. our 

strongest desires. We choose according to our hearts (Mk7 again). Our choices 

are not free from our character which is determined by our history and 

previous choices: ours and our parents, etc; 

(c) To suggest that human freedom is total, i.e. uncaused by anything, is 

nonsense. That would mean that our choices were random and so not 

responsible! 

(d) The Bible talks of a second type of freedom: moral freedom, the freedom 

Jesus gives when he liberates us from slavery to sin (Jn8v36; Rm8v21).12 This is 

not effected by a decision of our will (Jn1v13). 

 

 
Extra resource:  

David Starling, ‘The very practical doctrine of total depravity’, The Briefing, Dec. 2008. 

                                                      
12 Originally Adam was able to sin; outside of Christ people are unable not to sin; in Christ we are able 

not to sin; in glory we are unable to sin. 

We may summarize the representative character of Adam’s disobedience 

as follows: the test came, not from created human nature (which was good) 

but from a demonic enemy; it involved deceit, which then blossomed into 

desire, which led to disobedience and thus to “death” (first spiritual, then 

physical). All mankind inherits the results of this action—as guilt and as 

sinful bent—from conception. The miseries we all do or might experience—

lost communion with God, pain, frustration, futility, death, and eternal 

damnation—derive from this corruption of God’s good creation and show 

why we are at God’s mercy if there is to be a remedy. 

Is the Doctrine of Original Sin any use to us? How?  
 

http://matthiasmedia.com/briefing/2008/12/the-very-practical-doctrine-of-total-depravity/

