
Knowing & Preaching Jesus through the OT 

Starting point: 

1. We want to preach Christ (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2; 2 Cor. 4:5; Phil. 1:18; Col. 1:28) 

2. We want to handle the Scriptures faithfully (2 Cor. 4:2; 2 Tim. 2:15) 

 

– Is there a tension between these two desires sometimes?  

– Are there places in the Bible where we find it hard to preach Christ? 

 

There should not be a tension.   

John 5:39-40,46-47 The Word is all about Jesus. 

The right way to approach the Word is to seek Jesus there and find 

life in him. 

 

How exactly do we find Jesus in the OT?1 

1. Promise 

2. Pattern 

3. Presence 

 

E.g. Genesis 3 

1. Pattern – clothing of Adam & Eve 

2. Promise – serpent crusher 

3. Presence – LORD walking in the garden 

 

E.g. Daniel 

1. Pattern – Daniel the righteous one, Spirit-filled, the revealer, persecuted, ‘death’ & ‘resurrection’ 

2. Promise – dreams of ch. 2, 7 

3. Presence – in the fiery furnace ch. 3, by the river ch. 10 

 

 

1. Promise  

 Matt. 1:22-23; 2:4-6; 4:14-16;  

 Especially his suffering and glory: Luke 18:31; 24:25-27; Acts 2; 8:30-35; 26:22-23; 1 Peter 

1:10-12 

 Some important promises: 

 Gen. 3:15 

 Gen. 12:1-3 cf. Gal. 3:7-14 

 2 Sam. 7:12-16 cf. Luke 1:67-79 

 Messianic prophecy – the Prophet (Deut. 18), Shepherd (Ezekiel 34; Micah), King 

(Isaiah 9, 11; Jer. 23), Servant (Isaiah 42-53) 

                                                           
1 This threefold division is based on G. Scrivener’s http://christthetruth.wordpress.com/2013/01/23/christ-in-

the-ot-promised-patterned-and-present/.  

http://christthetruth.wordpress.com/2013/01/23/christ-in-the-ot-promised-patterned-and-present/
http://christthetruth.wordpress.com/2013/01/23/christ-in-the-ot-promised-patterned-and-present/


 Probably less that 2% of OT prophecy is specifically/exclusively Messianic2 (e.g. Isaiah 9; 

Zechariah 12:10) but all the promises of the prophets are fulfilled in Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20). All 

the themes tie up in Christ – like multi-coloured threads weaving together. 

 The call of the prophets to turn to the LORD, to choose life rather than death, is the call of 

the gospel to turn to Christ and find life in him. 

 

2. Pattern 

 The OT is full of types and shadows: Hebrews 10:1 

 Events, People & Things:3 

 Events 

o Flood (cf. Matt 24:36-42) 

o Exodus/Passover (cf. John 19:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7)  

Ezek. 20:6-10 – it’s deserved by the Israelites more than the Egyptians 

Read Exodus 12 – What’s going on? What hints of the cross do you see? 

 epoch changing (Ex 12:1); eaten (Ex 12:8-11); judgement upon the gods 
(Ex 12:12); a sign for the LORD’s people (Ex 12:13); for the LORD Himself 
to see (Ex 12:13); an unblemished male (Ex. 12:5); bloody (Ex 12:13); 
plague (Ex 12:13) 

 to be memorialized in perpetuity (Ex 12:14); new/fresh not old bread (Ex 
12:15,18-20,34,39); a sacrifice (Ex 12:27); no work (Ex. 12:16); applied 
with hyssop to the crossbar (Ex 12:22); 

 in darkness (12:29); substitutionary (Ex 12:30); promised (12:40-41); 
community-defining (Ex 12:47); open to non-covenant people (Ex 
12:38,44,48-49); legs not broken (12:46); liberation (Ex 12:51)4 

o Other Judgment/Salvation events: e.g. battles where God fights for his people 

 

 People 

o Adam – from Gen. 3:15 onwards the search for the 2nd Adam - Noah? Isaac? 

o Judges – saviours (2:16); Adam/Samson/Christ (14:1-9; 16:5,21,30) 

o Kings/Christ –  

 e.g. 1 Sam. 17 (1) How have you heard this preached? (2) How does it 

make sense when you see David as the Christ, the forerunner to Jesus? 

 Representative of the people 

 Christ-like character – e.g. 2 Sam. 9 

 But always disappoint – 2 Sam. 11; 1 Kings 11 

o Prophets – “Word of God came to…”; their lives were in some ways prophetic of 

Christ – Matt. 12:39-41 (Jonah); Luke 13:33-34; 20:9-15 (persecution of the 

prophets cf. Jeremiah 18:18; 26:8-15, 20-23; 36:20-26; 37:11-38:13) 

 Elisha: 

 Follows Elijah and is greater than him (2 x spirit and 2 x miracles) 

 Shunam/Nain son raised (2 Kings 4:18-37 // Luke 7:11-17)  

 Miraculous feeding with barley loaves, boy, objection, food left 

over (2 Kings 4:42-44 // John 6:1-14) 

                                                           
2 Klein, Blomberg, & Hubbard, Biblical Interpretation, p. 303. 
3 This threefold classification of types has been around since at least the time of Jonathan Edwards. 
4 Modified from G. Scrivener, The Passover is..., on Christ the Truth. 

http://christthetruth.wordpress.com/2011/07/21/passover-is-2/


 Heals a Gentile leper (2 Kings 5 // Luke 17:16) – parallel drawn 

by Jesus (Luke 4:27) 

 Weeps as he foresees the crushing of God’s people by their 

enemies (2 Kings 8:11-12 // Luke 19:41-44) 

o Priest – Mediator; Exodus 28; Leviticus 16; Hebrews 9 

o Innocent sufferers: Abel, Job, Joseph, Daniel 

 

 Things:  

o Temple - John 2:18-21 –  

 Exodus 25: the place of the dwelling, the word, atonement, bread, light 

 E.g. Kings and Chronicles – look what happens to the Temple 

o Sacrifice – e.g. Lev. 1 cf. John 1:29; and stories of sacrifice e.g. Gen. 3, 22 

o Feasts, Jubilee, offerings, first fruits 

o Means of grace and salvation – e.g. Snake on a pole – Numbers 21 cf. John 3; 

Rock – Exodus 17 cf. 1 Cor. 10:4 

o Light – Gen. 1:3; Mal. 4:2; Isaiah 8:20-9:2; John 1:4-5; 8:12 

 

3. Presence 

 The Bible is Trinitarian from the first chapter onwards: Gen. 1:2, 26; 3:22; 11:6-7; 19:24. 

 The unseen God and the seen God: John 1:18 cf. Exodus 33:20, 11; 24:9-18 

 At least 28 clear theophanies.5 Plus many more references to the Angel of the Lord or 

other figures who are almost certainly the pre-incarnate Christ (e.g. 2 Kings 19:35; 1 

Chron. 21; Isa. 63:9; Dan. 3, 10). Plus ‘the glory of the LORD’ (e.g. Lev. 9:4,6,23). Plus ‘the 

name of the LORD’ (e.g. Deut. 12:5; Isa. 30:27). 

 John 14:6 – in OT and NT. 

 It was Jesus who saved his people out of Egypt (Jude 5;6 Num. 20:16). 

 The LORD who spoke through to and through the prophets was Christ – e.g. Isaiah 

45:23//Phil 2:10-11; Zech. 12:10//John 19:37. 

 Christ has always been the object of true faith, the one in whom the faithful OT saints 

looked to and the one the unfaithful rejected (Hebrews 11:26; 1 Cor. 10:97). 

 

 

A few pointers: 

– Expect to find Jesus. Expect to find the gospel.  

– Read, read, read. Context, context, context. Look at the stories, the flow. The more carefully 

you read the text, the more of Jesus you’ll see. 

– Look at how the NT uses the OT – allusions, quotes. How does it treat themes like the 

Temple, the land, the blessings and curses? 

                                                           
5 Gen 3, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 26, 28, 31, 32; Ex. 3-4, 13-14 19-20, 24, 33; Numbers 22; Joshua 5; Judges 

2, 6, 13; Isa 6; Jer. 1; Ezek. 1-2; Daniel 7; Zech. 1. 
6 The best manuscript evidence is 'Jesus who saved a people out of the land of Egypt', 
7 Has the best manuscript evidence and textual arguments for 'Christ' as the one the wilderness generation put 

to the test. 

http://www.koinoniablog.net/2012/11/jesus-is-back-in-jude-monday-with-mounce-164.html
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=fyjRwj4q2j0C&pg=PA235&dq=osburn+%22the+text+of+1+cor+10:9%22&hl=en&sa=X&ei=IRAOUu70DcXT0QXx74BQ&ved=0CDIQuwUwAA#v=onepage&q=osburn%20%22the%20text%20of%201%20cor%2010%3A9%22&f=false


– It’s about Him and His grace. As opposed to a focus on us, our works, our problems (Jesus as 

fixer). May be just as difficult to preach Christ from the NT!   

 

 

E.g. Zephaniah 

From the beginning to the end there’s a universal scope (1:2-3; 3:20), and the good news that 

though judgment is coming on the whole earth (1:2) there will be a gathered people receiving God’s 

blessing (3:20). Perhaps the key verse is 2:3: “Seek the Lord... seek righteousness (cf. Phil. 3:8-9)... 

perhaps you may be HIDDEN (Zephaniah’s name means “Hidden by the LORD”) on the day of the 

anger of the LORD.” Important words/phrases include “the Day”, “I will” (God’s unilateral action) 

and “Gathering”. The LORD is going to bring a worldwide catastrophic judgment. It is deserved by us 

all and it will fall on us all (Jew and Gentile, religious, pagan, rich and poor, actively hostile or 

passively complacent). Repentance and revival will not save you from this judgment (cf. Zeph. 3:8; 2 

Kings 23:24-27). The only hope is to be hidden – as chicks hidden under the mother chicken as the 

forest fire sweeps through, hidden in the LORD himself hanging on a cross taking the wrath and 

anguish and darkness and gloom.  And all this that ‘they may be with me’ (John 17:24), that the 

scattered idolaters may be gathered and transformed by sovereign grace to be the delight of their 

saviour for all eternity! 

 

E.g. Chronicles 

 Adam – That’s how 1 Chronicles starts. Adam was the blessed one meant to be a blessing to the 

whole world.  He was the great king and priest - king of the world and high priest of the garden-

Temple.  His privilege was to rule and to worship.  Of course he was also the one who broke 

faith with God bringing the curse and expulsion from Eden.  We’re all born in Adam, 

descendents of Adam.  The question is whether we are also descendents of Abraham, in God’s 

people (Ezra 2:59)? And more than that: How are we to regain the blessing and glories of Adam 

and Eden?  We need a new Adam.  Zabez (of Prayer of Jabez fame/infamy) looks like a 

candidate (1 Chron. 4:9-10) with the mention of the pain of childbirth, blessing, enlargement, 

removal of evil and pain (cf. Gen. 1:28; 3:8, 16) but David and his kingly line are our real hope. 

Sometimes they’re good... but then they lose it (e.g. Uzziah (2 Chron. 26) – like Adam he’s a 

gardener, marvellously helped, spreading dominion, and then he becomes proud, is cursed and 

excluded from God’s presence).  

 Temple - Chapter after chapter on the ark, the musicians, the gatekeepers, the priests, the 

construction, the repeated restorations.  The famous promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 is found in 

the context of the inauguration of the Temple. It’s an answer to Solomon’s prayer of 2 

Chronicles 6 that if the people sin, even rebel to the extent of exile, if they then turn and pray 

toward this house – this place of God’s name, and his Word and his glory and his sacrifice – then 

He would hear from heaven and forgive.  Throughout 2 Chronicles you see this 7:14 pattern – 

even Manasseh, the worst king of all, fulfils it and is a pattern for the exiles (2 Chron. 33:10-13). 

But it is not the humbling and seeking and turning which buy God’s forgiveness.  The humbling 

and seeking and turning are simply a turning to face the Temple, a stretching out of empty 

hands (2 Chron. 6:29) toward the place of atonement to receive God’s grace –healing of sin and 

healing of the land which had vomited out its people, access to Eden restored through the 

blood of the lamb. 

 



E.g. Esther – God is absent in name but his fingerprints are all over the book in the ‘just happened…’ 

perfect timing. Moreover, he is the God who works through weakness. His power is not in armies 

and dictators but in a weak oppressed vessel. Esther is a pattern of Christ and Haman is the seed of 

the serpent. The ‘Cross’ that Haman plans as the means of his victory turns out to be the place of his 

defeat (cf. Col. 2:15). The day ordained for the Jews defeat turns out to be the day of their triumph. 

Before that final triumph the messengers of the good news go out to tell of this salvation. For more 

on Esther see here. 

http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2012/05/18/perverted-dictators-and-divine-positioning/

