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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

In this research paper, the researcher endeavours to investigate the reason for Christ’s coming to 

earth and the significance of His death at the Cross. This thus can be well achieved by studying a 

Biblical doctrine of redemption. 

According to Christine Schirrmacher (2008), redemption, crucifixion, the Sonship of God, and the 

Trinity are cornerstones of biblical dogmatics in Christian faith.  

To redeem is to buy back; to save by payment of a ransom; to free from the consequences of sin. 

Redemption is the process, act or instance of redeeming. 

Redemption thus has four (4) basic characteristics i.e. Bondage, Ransom, Redeemer and Freedom. 

a) Bondage 

Something or someone is in bondage. The freedom that was once available to them is non-existent 

or, at least, extremely restricted, so that a return to the original state of affairs is required for them 

to experience ‘freedom’, even though that ‘free’ state may still have limitations imposed that had 

previously existed before the bondage came about. 

This is to say, redemption does not win absolute freedom but is specific in its work. 

b) Redeemer 

One who is involved in the liberation of what is in bondage. In the old times, redeemer could even 

be the one who was in bondage but usually it was another, independent person. The redeemer is, in 

more common terms a ‘buyer’ or a ‘purchaser’ who must pay a price (the ransom) to secure the 

release of an object or person. 

 



c) Ransom 

A price paid by the redeemer to cancel the bondage that existed. In the old times, it was usually a 

‘monetary’ payment but it could be material objects (such as quantities of certain crops or land) or 

even, on rare occasions, a person’s life. 

d) Freedom 

What has been bondage is removed and the individual person or object is restored into its original 

freedom, its primary state. It doesn’t bring a newness of situation but a restoration. Redemption 

primarily concerns itself with the restoration of what was once available, not of bringing about a 

newness of experience that had previously been unknown. 

FORMS OF REDEMPTION IN ANCIENT TIMES 

a) Manumission (The freeing of slaves) – Leviticus 25: 47-55 

When a Jew became poor and sold himself into slavery, one of his brothers (and various other 

members of the family) had the right to redeem him out of the slavery with a price that was based 

upon a consideration of how long it was until the next year of Jubilee. If the slave prospered, he also 

had the right to redeem himself. Even if the slave wasn’t to be redeemed, upon the next Jubilee the 

slave had to be set free with no ransom being paid. Therefore the price that the master was to pay 

for the initial purchase of the slave would have been estimated according to the number of years 

that were still to pass before that year of Jubilee. 

b) The Prisoners of War (POWs) 

When war was ended, the victors would carry away captive prisoners of war –warriors and rulers of 

the opposing side captured in battle. Many of these POWs were put to forced labour, becoming 

slaves within the foreign nation.  However, others, by their very appearance, weren’t suited to the 

menial drudgery of service for they were the rulers and loyalty, the leaders and older ruling men. 

To increase the spoils of war, the victors would make it known in the opposing camp that they had 

‘such and such’ a person and were willing to release him for a certain sum. This sum was known as 

the ransom. If the losing camp was able to raise this amount (and it depended entirely on how well 

they thought that the captive was thought of in their home territory as to how much they would 

ask), they swapped it for their comrade. He was ‘redeemed ‘out of the enemy’s hands to be a free 

citizen in his own land. 

c) The ox owner – Exodus 21:28-32 



If an ox had been accustomed to gore in the past, but the owner hadn’t taken any action to remove 

the possibility that it might take human life, then, if it should kill, the owner of the ox was to be held 

accountable for the life of the one that the ox had killed- the punishment of death rested upon him. 

However a ransom might be laid upon him (even though this was not obligatory- the first 

consideration was death) and it was to be paid. In this way, the ox owner redeemed himself from 

the condemnation of death that rested upon him-he was as free as he was before the incident took 

place. 

d) The inheritance – Leviticus 25:25-28 

When a Jew became poor and sold his inheritance (which had been given to him as an everlasting 

inheritance), his next of kin had the right to redeem the property with a price based upon the time 

left until the next year of jubilee. If the Jew, the owner of the property prospered, he had the right to 

redeem it himself. The reason was that property wasn’t exchangeable absolutely but was an eternal 

inheritance to be freed to its rightful owner upon payment of the ransom as soon as that ransom 

was able to be paid or, if it had, not been ransomed before, at the year of Jubilee.  

Having looked at these forms of redemption in the ancient times, it is now necessary to look at the 

kind of redemption brought about by Jesus Christ to a believer. 

CHAPTER TWO –LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 BONDAGE IN SIN 

When man sinned against God in the Garden of Eden, he sold himself to sin hence from then has 

been in bondage to sin. Since the fall of man (Gen 3), he rests under the curse of sin, he is actuated 

by wrong principles and he is wholly unable to love God or to do anything meriting salvation. His 

corruption is extensive. He is utterly indisposed, disabled and made opposite to all good, and wholly 

inclined to all evil. He possesses a fixed bias of the will against God, and instinctively and willingly 

turns to evil. He is an alien by birth, and a sinner by choice (Boettner 1932). 

The fact that fallen man still has ability to do certain acts morally good in themselves does not prove 

that he can do acts meriting salvation, for his motives may be wholly wrong. Because of this state of 

no relationship with God as it were in the beginning, God while proclaiming judgement on man in 

equal measure proclaimed mercy upon him and his generations. “And I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 

heel.” (Genesis 3:15. NIV).  



This shows that God’s plan to redeem man was not an afterthought but in His foreknowledge had 

predestined this to happen. “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 

gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 

but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the 

creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.” (1 Peter 1:18-20)    

This plan predestined by God before creation was foreshadowed in several instances and in many 

occasions and festivals in the Old Testament. Among the foreshadow events are: 

 

2.11 ABRAHAM’S ATTEMPTED SACRIFICE OF ISAAC – GENESIS 22:1-19 

In this passage, God asks Abraham to offer to him as a burnt offering, his only son whom he loves. In 

the New Testament, (Mathew 3:17, Mark 9:7) God pronounces during baptism and transfiguration 

of Jesus, that he is his son whom he loves.  

At the foot of the mountain, where the sacrifice was to take place, “Abraham took the wood for the 

burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac” (Genesis 22:6). In John 19:17, “Carrying the cross by 

himself, he went to the place called Place of the skull (in Hebrew Golgotha). 

In Genesis 22:13, a substitute ram is provided to Abraham to substitute for his son Isaac as a 

sacrifice. This substitute lamb points to Christ who would later offer himself as a substitute to bear 

human sin. (John 1:29, 36, Rev 13:8). 

In Hebrews 11:19 (NLT), “Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life 

again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.” This relates to what God did 

to Christ, “Now may the God of peace who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood” (Hebrews 13:20 NLT). 

Mount Moriah where all these happened lies in the area in which Jesus Christ was crucified. 

2.12 THE PASSOVER  - EXODUS 12:1-51) 

In verses 2-3, God instructed his people to commence preparations for the Passover meal on the 

date of the spring moon, that is, on the tenth day of Abib, known later in Babylonian times as Nisan. 

The corn would be newly ripe, and so would serve as a fitting marker that what the Passover stood 

for was a new beginning, a fresh start for Israel as a nation (Derek Tidball, 2001). In verse 3, for the 

Israelites to be spared from the plague of death, a lamb with no defects had to be killed and its 

blood placed on the doorframes of each home. In killing the lamb, the Israelites shed innocent 



blood. The lamb was a sacrifice, a substitute for the person who would have died in the plague. From 

this point on, the Hebrew people would clearly understand that for them to be spared from death, 

an innocent life had to be sacrificed in their place. (NLT Exodus 12:3ff) 

In verse 5, the animal chosen was to be a one year male goat or sheep with no defects. This pointed 

out to Christ who would offer himself as a lamb to take up sins of mankind yet he was without sin 

himself. He was without ‘defect’ without ‘spot’. 

The victim (animal) was to be killed four days later, at twilight – literally, that is, ‘between the two 

evenings’, which the rabbis took to mean ‘between 3’oclock in the afternoon and when the sun set.’ 

This timing would later signify the time of the death of Jesus Christ. 

In verse 7, they were instructed to take some of the blood and smear on the sides and top of the 

doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the 

blood that would protect them. (This foreshadowed the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave 

His blood for the sins of all people (NLT Bible commentary)). 

In verse 8, they were instructed to roast the flesh and eat it along with bitter herbs. The herbs were 

later taken by the Israelites as a savoury reminder to the palate of the bitterness they had 

experienced in Egypt as slaves. (Derek Tidball, 2001). It signified the bitterness of slavery (NLT Bible 

commentary). 

They ate the flesh of the lamb and were told not to take any into waste. This signified the precious 

nature of the sacrifice which later we experience in Christ. “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood; you have no life in you.” (John 6:53). 

In verse 11, they were instructed to be fully dressed, wear their sandals and carry their walking stick 

in their hands. Eating the Passover feast while dressed for travel was a sign of the Hebrews faith. 

Although they were not yet free, they were to prepare themselves, for God had said he would lead 

them out of Egypt. Their preparation was an act of faith. This day was the last day of the 430 years of 

Israelites’ life in Egypt as slaves. For 430 years they had lived as slaves but this day they had faith 

that God was going to deliver them. Virtually all this people were born in slavery and had lived in it 

for the rest of their lives, they were strangers to freedom. This relates to us who were born in sin 

and have lived in it all our lifetime but when we put our trust in God he saves us. Just as Israelites 

had faith in God that night so are we to have faith in him for our salvation. 



In verse 12, the Lord said he will strike down all the first born male of Egyptians but the plague of 

death will not touch the Israelites. This shows that the Lord would not destroy those who belong to 

him for Israel was his chosen people.  

In verse 17, they were instructed to celebrate the Festival of the unleavened bread as a reminder to 

the day the Lord saved them from the plague of death and slavery in Egypt. This is the same as 

salvation we have experienced in Christ from spiritual death and slavery to sin which we today 

celebrate in the Lord’s Supper.  

In verse 22, they were to drain the blood of the animal into a basin, then take a bundle of hyssop 

branches, dip it into the blood and brush the hyssop across the top and sides of the doorframe. The 

blood being smeared across the top and sides of the doorframes would look exactly as blood oozing 

out of the body of Christ at the cross. His nailed two hands and thorn bearing head had enough 

blood on the cross bar of the cross while his pierced side had enough blood to look like the one 

smeared on the sides of the doorframes. The hyssop used here is the same material used to extend 

sour wine to him when he said he is thirsty. “A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips.” (John 19:29)  

In verse 46, the Israelites were told to eat the lamb in one house and its bones were not to be 

broken. This relates to what happened to Christ at the cross, “But when they came to Jesus, they 

saw that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his legs” (John 19:33 NLT). 

2.13 THE DAY OF ATONEMENT – LEVITICUS 16:1 – 34)  

The Day of Atonement was the greatest day of the year for Israel. On this day, the people confessed 

their sins as a nation, and the high priest went into the most holy place to make atonement for 

them. Sacrifices were made and blood was shed so that the people’s sins could be “covered” until 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross would give people the opportunity to have their sins removed forever 

(NLT Bible commentary). 

The two goats represented the two ways God was dealing with the Israelites’ sin. 

1. He was forgiving their sin through the first goat, which was sacrificed and 

2. He was removing their guilt through the second goat, the scapegoat that was sent into the 

wilderness. This system was replaced by Jesus’ death once and for all for we can have our 

sins forgiven and guilt removed.  

This system ended when Jesus shouted at the cross “It is finished” (John 19:30). Leviticus 17:11 helps 

us to understand the significance of this. It reads, “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I 



have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes 

atonement for one’s life.” According to Derek Tidball, the shedding of blood symbolizes a life laid 

down on behalf of others, and the sprinkling of blood serves to cleanse the unclean. Tidball 

continues to write, the purpose of the sacrifice is to make atonement for the one who offers it. The 

straightforward interpretation of the ritual is that the sacrificial offering takes the place of the sinful 

worshipper and dies as his or her substitute. The sacrifices required the offerers to lay their hands on 

the animals before slaughtering them in a symbolic act which appears to transfer the total 

dedication (in the case of the burnt offering) or the sin (in the case of the guilt offering) to the victim. 

The victim then serves as a substitute by becoming either the perfect gift of worship to God or the 

perfect payment of a ransom to God. The Day of Atonement is about the removal both of 

uncleanness from God’s sanctuary and of sin from God’s people. The high priest was to lead the 

Israelites in observing this ritual that was making them right with God every year.  

Old System of Sacrifice     New System of Sacrifice 

 Was temporary (Hebrews 8:13)   Is permanent (Hebrews 7:21) 

 Required careful approach to Tabernacle  Encourages confident approach to throne 

(Leviticus 16:2)     (Hebrews 4:16) 

 Aaron first high priest (Leviticus 16:32)  Jesus only High Priest (Hebrews 4:14) 

 From tribe of Levi (Hebrews 7:5)  From tribe of Judah (Hebrews 7:14) 

 Ministered on earth (Hebrews 8:4)  Ministers in Heaven (Hebrews 8:1, 2) 

 Used blood of animals (Leviticus 16:15)  Uses blood of Christ (Hebrews 10:4-12) 

 Required many sacrifices (Hebrews 10:1-3) Requires one sacrifice (Hebrews 9:28) 

 Needed perfect animals (Leviticus 22:19) Needs a perfect life (Hebrews 5:9) 

 Looked forward to new system (Hebrews 10:1) Sets aside old system (Hebrews 10:9)   

 

 

 

2.14 THE LORD’S SUFFERING SERVANT - ISAIAH 52: 13 – 53:12 

This is one of the peaks of the Old Testament’s revelation of God. These chapters speak of the 

Messiah, Jesus, who would suffer for the sins of all people. God was pulling aside the curtain of time 

to let the people of Isaiah’s day look ahead to the suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting 



forgiveness made available to all. The Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8: 27 – 38 was reading Isaiah 53: 7 – 

8 from where Philip told him the good news about Jesus. 

CHAPTER THREE 

3.0 REVIEW   

3.1   FULLFILMENT OF GOD’S PLAN OF REDEMPTION IN JESUS CHRIST 

From the ancient concept of redemption, we relate to the Biblical redemption we have in Christ. 

Looking at the four characteristics of redemption, in the light of the scripture, we find the following 

analogies: 

a) Bondage to sin  

When Cain became angry that the offering he’d brought to the Lord had been unacceptable whereas 

the offering of his brother Abel was accepted, God spoke directly to him warning him that “..... Sin is 

crouching at the door, its desire is for you, but you must master it” (Gen. 4:6 -7). But the story of 

mankind both here and in subsequent generations is that we’ve never mastered it.   In Romans 3:23, 

the Bible says, “...... All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” and that “........... We are all 

under the power of Sin” (Rom. 3:9). Man’s great problem is not that he’s living in bondage but that 

he won’t accept that he’s in bondage. When Jesus spoke to the Pharisees in the Temple at the Feast 

of Tabernacle about the truth setting them free (John 8:31 – 34), they retorted with the statement 

“........ We are descendants of Abraham, and have never been in bondage to anyone....... (8:33) not 

realizing the bondage to sin that Jesus had in mind. Therefore, He replied by pointing out (V.34) 

“....... everyone who continues in Sin is a slave to sin.”  

 

b) The Redeemer and the Ransom     

 The blood, death and life are the three words spoken of being the ransom.  

i) Blood (Jesus Shed His Blood) 

Ephesians 1: 7 – “He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood 

of his Son and forgave our sins” (NLT). In Revelation 5:9, the Bible says, “And they sang a new song 

with these words: You are worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open it for you were 

slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 

people and nation , (NLT). 1 Peter 1:18-19 – “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from 



the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or 

silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of GOD” (NLT). Acts 20:28 – 

“......The Church of God which He purchased with the blood of His own Son” 

ii) Death    

Jesus died on the Cross. Hebrews 9:15 says, “........For Christ died to set them free from the penalty 

of the sins they had committed under that first covenant”. The penalty of sin under the law is death 

– spiritual and physical. Jesus took that death upon Himself, so paying the price for our freedom. 

iii) Life 

Jesus gave His Life. In Mark 10:45 – “.... The son of Man came.... to give His life as a ransom for 

many”  

‘Blood’, ‘Death’ and ‘Life’ are the three words that are used to describe the sacrificial offering of 

Christ to God on the cross. Titus 2:14 says that Jesus, “.... Gave Himself for us to redeem us from all 

iniquity.” On the cross, Jesus was made to be sin even though He knew no sin – He knew what sin is 

but He knew no sin by experience, He hadn’t committed Sin (2 Cor. 5:21). When Jesus cried out 

(Matt. 27:45 – 46) “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” He was spiritually separated from 

the presence of God, cut off out of the land of the living (Isaiah 53:8), taking the punishment that our 

sin deserved and paying the price that we should rightly have paid as a consequence of our Sins.  

c) Freedom 

Roman 6:18 says that “......Having been set free from sin, (we) have become slaves of righteousness 

and that (Romans 6:22) “... You have become slaves of God........”   

Having been set free by Christ from sin’s power and dominion over us, we’re back on God’s side, and 

back in God’s army, residing in His camp and at peace with him. Jesus says in Luke 4:18, “He has sent 

me to proclaim release to the captives.” 

Redemption of mankind through Jesus Christ restores the lost relationship between God and man. 

Man once again has an opportunity to go before the father through the Son and talk to Him. The Son 

(who is the redeemer) mediates a new covenant that God has ratified by His blood between God and 

people. The Son is greater than the Angels, Moses and He is the high priest who has entered into the 

Most Holy Place with His own blood.  

The fourfold concept of redemption can be matched with the work of Christ on the cross as follows: 



Bondage – Sin 

Redeemer – Jesus 

Ransom – The blood, death and Life of Jesus 

Freedom – From Sin 

CHAPTER FOUR 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

Therefore what do we conclude to be Christ’s reason for living His glory in heaven and descending to 

earth? 

I hereby conclude that God, in His foreknowledge of the fall of man, chose Jesus Christ His only 

begotten son whom existed in eternity to fulfil His redemption plan of mankind to himself by giving 

himself to death at the CROSS so as to satisfy God’s wrath which was upon the sinful man. Jesus 

Christ thus came to earth, took the nature of man and being fully man and fully God was able to live 

a perfect life (Since a perfect life was required for the sacrifice) and in complete obedience and 

submission to the Father’s will till His voluntary death at the Cross where He obtained salvation for 

man and reconciled him to the father. “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision 

of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the 

written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, 

nailing it to the cross”(Colossians 2:13 -14, NIV). Thus God’s plan of redemption which had been 

foreshadowed in many instances in the Old Testament is fully revealed at the Cross of Christ.  

“These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ”. 

(Colossians 2:17, NIV). 
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