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Christ in all the Scriptues

I. Christ in all the Scriptures

Luke 24:25-27 tells us that Christ is in all the Scriptures. In fact it does more than this, it tells us that the
main reason why the OT was written was to teach us about Christ. The whole of the OT is designed to lead
us to Christ (Gal. 3:24).

This means when we read the OT, we must always keep in mind that it is designed to teach us about Christ
and to lead us to Christ. When we read a passage, therefore, we must first always begin with its meaning
and purpose in its historical context (sometimes called micro interpretation), and once we have fully
understood the passage in its original OT context, we are to then see what it teaches us about Christ and how
it leads us to Christ.

II. How the OT teaches us Christ.

There are four main ways in which the OT teaches us about Christ.

1. There are people and events which are a type of Christ.

For example, the ark is an example of Christ because in it people are saved from the wrath of God poured
out upon a sinful world. Perhaps the greatest person/event which is a clear type of Christ is the Exodus from
Egypt (Exodus chs. 1-12).

The people of Israel were in slavery We are in slavery to sin (Rom. 6:17;20)

God sent a redeemer to them, Moses God has sent a redeemer to us, Christ (Matt. 20:20)

Moses engages Pharoah and defeats him Christ defeats and disarms Satan (Matt. 12:29; Heb.
2:14-15)

The people sacrifice animals for forgivenessChrist is our Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7)

Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt Christ brings His people out of slavery to sin (Rom.
6:17;20)

God makes a covenant with Israel We are in a covenant with God and are given the law
and gives them the law (Heb. ch. 8)

Moses leads the people of Israel through Christ leads us through this life into heaven
the widerness to the Promised Land

2. The sacrifices and feasts of the Old Testament point to Christ.

Perhaps the greatest example of this is the Day of Atonement (Lev. ch. 16). We read that the whole nation of
Israel were to gather on this day and the High Priest was to lay his hands on a goat who became the sin-
bearer for the people, and then was to slaughter another and sprinkle its blood in the Holy of Holies to make
atonement for the people. Hebrews ch. 9 states clearly that this is a type of the eternal, once-for-all sacrifice
of Christ for us.

3. Many of the Psalms speak very clearly of the Lord Jesus.

Perhaps the most famous Messianic Psalm is Psalm 23 which speaks very clearly about the Lord Jesus.

4. The Prophets of the OT spoke very clearly about the Lord Jesus.



Perhaps the most famous passage in the writings of the prophets about the Lord Jesus is Isaiah 52:13-53:12

III. Some points to remember when interpreting OT passages

1. Always keep in mind the historical setting of the passage. Interpret the passage in the light of its
historical setting. Ask yourself what was the historical setting of the time and why the passage was written
in the first place: what was the writer saying to his original readers?

2. Always keep in mind that each passage had a message for the original readers. So, after we find out what
the original writer was saying to the original readers, we must discover how the original readers were to
respond to this teaching. Do not rush into what God is saying to us, find out first what God was saying to
the people of the day first.

3. Always keep in mind that the whole Bible was written to teach us about Christ and to lead us to Christ.
So always be seeking this: what is this passage saying about Christ, how does it lead me to Christ. Keep in
mind that many passages speak about man and his utter sinfulness as a means of bringing us to Christ. The
book of Judges is an example of this.

4. Ask yourself how you are to respond to the teaching of the passage.


