
Basics of Expository Preaching – MTC April 2013 

 
 
Two parts of preaching: (1) Getting it right + (2) Getting it across 
 
Getting it right     Working through an example: Isaiah 6:1-8 

 
§ PRAY, PRAY, PRAY   
(e.g. Eph. 3:14-21 – for a heart knowledge of the dimensions of Christ’s love) 
 
§ Establish the Big Idea 
What is the one thing the writer is trying to tell his readers? 
 
  § Establish the aim 

What effect does the writer want this to have on his readers? 
 
Now just clarify the Big Idea and Aim, get more detailed and specific… 
 
§ Determine your main teaching points 
How does each one flow out of the text? 
How does each one support the Big Idea? 
 

§ Clarify your applications 
How should this move us?   
How will this impact different groups and situations? 

 
 

 
 
Getting it across 
 
 
Our job is not entertainment or interest – Eph. 3:8; Col. 1:24-29 
And it’s not to be popular by saying things that people want to hear 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “I stand vigilantly on the precipice of eternity speaking to people who this week could go over the 
edge whether they are ready to or not. I will be called to account for what I say there.”   John Piper 
 

OUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO PREACHING AS SOLDIERS ON THE FRONT LINE  
Be prepared and glad to turn your back on ‘cheap popularity’  

Brace yourself up to go against popular trends  

Aim to have no regrets in losing friends, colleagues, contacts and sometimes family 
members  

Aim to have no regrets if people leave your church/ministry on account of sound doctrine (2 
Tim 3:1-4:6)  

Only aim to be faithful to God, to yourself and to those who listen to you (2 Tim 4:6-8)  
(Steven Musa-Kormayea) 

 

Be Christ-centred 

Think GOSPEL 

Be Christ-centred 

Think GOSPEL 



Truth on fire 
 
 

 Sharpening the stick 
Be ruthless To stick a broom handle in the ground is very difficult unless you whittle it to a 
very sharp point.  Being ruthless with material, getting it very clear. 
But don’t lose the details – that’s what gives it the cutting edge 

 

 Loving your hearers (1 Cor. 16:14; Phil. 1:8; 1 Thess. 2:7-8)  – ministry of love  
Praying for them. 

 Preparing well. 
Structure that helps them not you. 
Speaking as a fellow sinner with all gentleness and patience (2 Tim. 4:2). 
Sharp practical application. 
Accommodating. Communication is like passing a ball – sympathetic pass – not just getting 

stuff out of my head but getting it to the hearer in a way they can receive it. 
 

 Making it clear (Col. 4:4) 
Be as plain as possible - Not about flair or oratory. 
- Vocabulary 
- Saying what I don’t mean 

 
 

 
 
 

- Illustrations 
o Do them at end of preparation process 
o Illustrate the main points and the difficult points 
o Clear, short, everyday 
o Vivid language – Jonathan Edwards, George Whitfield 
o Use illustrations in the text where possible – esp. in poetry   

- STATE – SHOW – EXPLAIN - APPLY 
 

 Keeping it together 
Preach ONE thing. 
Perhaps have a running illustration through the talk 
Keep bringing us back to the main point – keep banging the drum throughout 

 
 
 
 

“The gospel heard is different from the Gospel preached”, said Walter Freytag. 
How do our listeners understand key terms such as God, Spirit, Sin, Grace, Redemption etc. 
E.g. The blood of Jesus Christ (Have you stopped to consider the popular prayer of covering 
food, persons and property with the blood of Christ?) 
As we preach and teach, we must keep asking ourselves how the Christian key words and 
phrases are understood by our African listeners.  We should bring into confrontation the 
authentic Biblical meaning and the possible local re-interpretation. This will help our 
listeners filter out pagan and animistic concepts which many Africans sitting in our pews still 
hold very firmly.  
(Steven Musa-Kormayea) 
 



 Pushing it home  
Not lecturing (Acts 17) – get us to application and get that application in under the skin. 
Plead, urge – not emotionalism or performance but genuine passion for what is being 
preached and concern for the hearer.  Truth through personality – be yourself. 
Close off all the options till there’s only one place to go. 

 
 
 
The beginning and the end 
 

 In the introduction:  Why should we listen? 
Start showing the relevance  - it will be relevant – if we’ve spent plenty of time working on 
the big idea and the primary application we will have started to see how this is relevant in 
our day and place.  

 Raise the question/issue 
 List the specials or give a starter to whet our appetite 
 Get us quickly into the text 
 

 In the conclusion: 
 Answer the question 

Tie it all together – what was the one thing I was trying to say 
Leave it with the hearers  - while not taking back all said above under ‘Push it home’ – we do 
not need to always have an ‘altar call’ or always try to tie up every loose end.  Don’t be 
predictable.  Maybe helpful to leave things hanging a bit – What will you do?  Eg. end of 
Jonah or the end of Isaiah or the very abrupt end to the Sermon on the Mount 

 
 
  

Working on a sermon:   Isaiah 6 
 
 

- What in my teaching points and application could be misunderstood? 
- How could I illustrate each of the main points? 
- How could I introduce the message in a helpful way? 
- How could I draw it all together and drive the message home? 

 
 
At the end of the day: 
We are not using the Bible we are letting it speak. 
We are not confident in our own ability to preach but in the Word itself and God’s power. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Text to sermon 
 
 
Do the basics well 
 
§ PRAY, PRAY, PRAY 
 
§ Establish the Big Idea 
What is the one thing the writer is trying to tell his readers? 
 
  § Establish the aim 

What effect does the writer want this to have on his readers? 
 
§ Determine your main teaching points 
How does each one flow out of the text? 
How does each one support the Big Idea? 
 

§ Clarify your applications 
How should this move us?   
How will this impact different groups and situations? 

 
 
Putting it all together - Truth on fire 
 
Sharpening the stick 
 
Loving your hearers 
 
Making it clear 
 
Keeping it together 
 
Pushing it home  
 
 
The beginning and the end 
  
 Why should we listen? 
 
 Start showing the relevance 
 
 Raise the question/issue 
 
 Answer the question 
 
 Tie it all together 
 
 Leave it with the hearers 

Be Christ-centred 

Think GOSPEL 

Be Christ-centred 

Think GOSPEL 


