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SESSION 3 

  Applying Christ 

 
Excited about - we want it to be applied –that’s right – but – this is very often this is where it can go 
wrong 
 
 The application is all there 
 
The Letters = applied theology 
These are pastors and missionaries and church planters who are writing to sort out particular problems or 
in response to particular issues – Not abstract theology that we then need to apply – they are applying 
theology to the concrete situations of real churches – that are often very messed up 
 

 May not be in the exact portion you are reading – 1 Peter 1:1-12  v13 
 

 May not be the applications we expect – Phil. 4:13; Heb. 13:8 

Groups: read the verse – how might you apply it; then read verses either side 
 

 May not be the ones we want – 1 Cor.  7:3-4, 16, 27-28, 32-35, 39-40 What applications do 
you find?– is there a lack of application? Or is it that we don’t want to hear?  

 
 
Not “bolt on” 
 E.g. Get born again, have faith, re-commit life, give more, pray more, read Bible more, 

Whenever preaching Bible: application should flow out of text 
 In case of NT letters – very often they’re already there! 
 Also – look for the over-riding application for the whole letter 
  E.g. 1 Peter 5:12; 1 John 5:13 
  
Not “making relevant” 

We are very close to NT letters – same place in salvation history 
Must be careful – What did it mean to them then - understand their context (as Greg and Sammy 
were saying) – but once understood you will find it very similar to our context – we go back to 
Corinth and that’s where we find the sharpness to our application 

 Could have been written yesterday – E.g. 2 Tim 3:1-5; 4:3 
We can make irrelevant by using churchy language   (e.g. ‘Epistles’ / ‘Letters’)  

Isaiah 64:6 – all our righteous works are like... garment of menstruation – used sanitary 
towel 

 Philippians 3:7-8 –  rubbish – strong word for filth – mavi - flying toilet 
Now if we stand in our pulpits and say – our good works are not enough to get us to God, 
salvation is by faith – nods 
If we stand there and say your good works – your repenting and being baptised, your 
years of religious service, all your missions, your Bible reading, your faithfulness – that is a 
used sanitary towel when compared to Christ – it’s not just your sins that are keeping you 
from Christ, it’s your good works that are keeping you from Christ - you’ve got to take 
your status and your righteousness and dump it in a plastic bag and lob it out the window 
and have Christ – does that sound more relevant now? But it’s all there in the text. We 
water it down.   

  1 Cor. 3 - Brutal language – children – work go up in flames 



 
Not “our turn”     
 Application as our response – God has done this so we need to do that 
 Pragmatism default – want list of things to; want to pay 

Is that the gospel?   Gal. 3:3; 5:1   - don’t go back to the Law, don’t go back to slavery, there is no 
salvation and no power under the law 
Sometimes we get a passage like Ephesians 1:3-10 – what is the application? What do we need to 
do?  That’s the point – it is not about what we need to do. Maybe it’s not asking us to do 
something – maybe this is something for us to know, to delight in – Blessed be!!! 

 
 
What is the problem? 
 

GROUPS    Ephesians 2:1-10    - what problem and what is the solution? 
Dead, Enslaved, Wrath of God 

- If we think the big problem is financial/social  our preaching will want to sort out that 
problem 

- If we think the big problem is people being sad and hopeless  our preaching will want to 
make people happy and positive 

- If we think the big problem is sinning  point of preaching is to reduce sinning – part of it 
but deeper than that... 

- problem is wrath and death – no good telling someone who is under wrath and dead – 
stop sinning – they need someone to  bear their wrath and to raise them from the dead 
 that is the big application of the Bible – 2 Tim. 3:15 – to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus 

Not really a handbook for living 
Not magic book – stick a pin in and it’ll give me God’s will for today 
It’s fundamentally a lifebelt 

 
Richard Baxter: “I preach as a dying man to dying men” 
 
John Piper: “I stand vigilantly on the precipice of eternity speaking to people who this 
week could go over the edge whether they are ready to or not. I will be called to account 
for what I say there.”    
 
Not talking about a bolt-on altar call – but again and again you will find that the text itself 
will always be drawing people to Christ to have life in him – let it do that work 

 
Ask in a slightly different way – what is the problem? 
You have a youth group – and find that a number of the girls are having babies - and you hear that 
the boys are going to parties 

GROUPS    What is the real problem? How would you tackle that? 
 

 Could target the will, behaviour – stop it – or let’s get really practical – how to avoid sexual 
immorality, stay this many inches from opposite gender, how to have accountability partners 
– or can put some group pressure on 
 

 Could target mind – information – education – bad effects of sexual immorality for health – or 
go deeper and talk about WHY these things are sinful – talk about God’s plan for marriage, 
Christian worldview.  More powerful than JUST DO IT.  But still someone could know all that 
and carry on in sexual immorality 

 
 
 



Look at Ephesians 4:17-18 
Heart  Head  Hands 
And all over Scripture 
The heart is responsive – to the world the flesh and the devil or to Christ. What grabs my heart 
will take me that way and my thinking and actions will follow. 
 
How are people transformed? 
Ephesians 1:17-22; 3:14-19; 4:20 

GROUPS    2 Corinthians 3:15-4:6 – how are people transformed 
  Veil over heart 
  See in the Word the glory of the Lord Jesus  transformed 

Therefore what do we do? – v5 – And as we do that God will do for others what he did for 
us – v6 

 
 
What will that look like? 

 
Killing 

– Romans 3:9-20;  
– 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
– Philippians 3:2-9  - What is being killed or cut down here? 

 Massive danger in application is Moralism – lowers bar and says “you can do it” 
 But actually the Word needs to cut us down and say “you can’t” 

If you’re not a Christian you need to die 
And if you are a Christian – realise that you have died:  
One of the key things the letters are saying is that you have died: 

Romans 6:1-11 
 Galatians 2:20 
 Colossians 3:1-4  

- Fear of death – happened 
  - Identity – the man who grew up in Central/Western has died – now from heaven 
 
Wooing 
 2 Corinthians 11:2-4 

How do you increase someone’s devotion – you present the object of their devotion to 
their heart – how were you attracted to your wife? Seeing her, hearing her, spending time 
with her, experiencing her love.   Preaching is showing people Jesus, talking about how 
wonderful he is  - HEART THING 

Gal. 1:6; 3:1 
1 Cor. 1:1-9   9 x Jesus  
Ephesians – full of Jesus, chp. 5 marriage 
Philippians – full of Jesus 

 Colossians 1 
 Giving people Jesus – applying ointment 
 
Persuading 
 Power in the logic - argument 

GROUP    Ephesians 4:25-32; 5:1-14 – Why? What reasons are there for Christian living?     
The practical is always rooted in the gospel 

 How the letters work – indicatives/doctrine/”you are” imperatives/life/”be what you are” 
Rom. 12:1; Eph. 4:1 
Might go back and forward - Col. 2:6; 2:16; 3:1 



Follow argument, push home the argument all the way to application, don’t lose that when you 
get to application – what will keep me from lying or immorality? – knowing deep in my heart that 
I am united to Christ and united to his body and I’m longing for his returning 

 
Who?   

 Me – as pastor (Titus 1:13; 2:7-8) but first as sinner – Titus 1:2-4; 2:11-14; 3:4-7  

 Church –false teachers (Titus 1:13); groups (Titus 2); corporate (Titus 3) 

 World –1:3; 2:11-13; 3:4 - giving us the gospel for the world - public truth 
 
 
What do we really want? 

- Numbers? 
- Giving? 
- Popularity? – Luther said “Preach so that if the people don’t hate their sin they will hate you.” 

Offensive message – be as winsome as possible – present Christ as the awesomely attractive 
bridegroom that he is but in exalting him you must humble man and that will be offensive. 

- Phil. 1:25 - Increase Joy in Christ 
 
 

Groups   Romans 3:21-26 
Find the Big Idea 
Apply 


