
Basics of Expository Preaching  –  MTC1 
 
1.   What is expository preaching? 

 
Acts 17:1-15 
 
What starts the riot (v5-6)? 
What has “turned the world upside down” (v6)? 
 

1. Preaching where the Word is Master and the preacher is a Servant of the Word 
 

 
 
Acts 17:2 – ‘as was his custom... from the Scriptures’  
We do not just assert and exhort (“Love one another”, “Have faith”) we argue from the text 

Showing from the text why it means what it means 
 Not just “This means this because I say” 
 “This means this because” 

So  v11 - the Bereans can check it out – ‘examining the Scriptures’ 
 If it is just exhortation I can’t check it 

This is the guard against false teaching 
The authority is the Word and the aim of the preacher is to become invisible, to point away from 
himself to the Word. 
We rightly handle and pass on the sacred things entrusted to us (Num. 4; 2 Tim. 2:2; 15) 
Our job is not to be original – it is not ours to change – we are ‘servants of the Word’ (Luke 1:2) 
We let the Bible speak for itself  

How do that?  

 Listen (Isa.66:2; 64:8) - We do not ‘use’ the Bible or ‘do something with’ the Bible - it is 
not a stepping stone or a spring board  

 CONTEXT CONTEXT CONTEXT  – sentence, passage, book, Bible (e.g. in Matt. 4:6-7, how 
has the devil failed to respect the context of the words from Psalm 91 at these different 
levels?) 

 Let the text change us and our theological framework / worldview (Rom. 12:2) – if we 
just pour in our framework into a passage it will either dangerous or lack cutting edge 

 Most often – work through one passage 

 Most often - work through books and let the Bible set the agenda (Acts 20:27 – whole 
counsel of God) 

 Pure – no artificial additives and no watering down – the pure Word is the power for 
new life and growth (1 Peter 1:23-2:3) 

 Preach the message given by the text – not “What is my message this week?  Lord give 
me a message?”  - look at the text! 

 
 
 
 



2. Preaching which argues from the Scriptures for the necessity and supremacy of Christ 
crucified 
 

 
 
Acts 17:2-3 
What words are used for what Paul is doing? 

We do not just explain we argue and seek to persuade – it is not a lecture but a powerful 
combination of logic/truth/depth AND passion/purpose/pointedness  

What is the content (v3)?  
We preach Christ crucified (Acts 17:3; 1 Cor. 1:22) 
Not ‘seven steps to improve your life’ but Christ – His necessity (v3 - ‘it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer’) and supremacy (v3 - ‘This Jesus is the Christ’, v7 - ‘king Jesus’) 
Not always what people will want but it is always what people need. 

 Faith comes by hearing the Word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). 
2 Cor. 3:14-18 – read OT but veiled (v14-15), veil removed (v16-18) and what/who do you 
see (v18)? And what happens as people see Jesus (v18)? 
2 Cor 4:1-5 – so how do we preach? No tampering, straightforward exposition (v2), preach 
Christ (v5) 

 Application is applying Jesus. 
 
 

3. Preaching where the Spirit speaks as His Word is unfolded     
 

 
 
Which do we think is more spiritual? A prepared exposition or a spontaneous ‘rhema’ word? 
Which is more powerful and exciting? What the Bible says or what a new prophet says now? 
What was going on in Thessalonica (Acts 17) under the surface? 

1 Thess. 1:5 – ‘our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction’ 
1 Thess. 2:13 – ‘when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted 
it not as the word of men but as it actually is, the word of God.’ 
Back in Acts 17 – what were they doing? No miracles reported, no-one falling over, no fire 
and wind, just the apparently weak, unimpressive act of pointing to Christ in the Scriptures – 



that is the where the power is, where the Holy Spirit is working, where God is speaking to 
men. 

What God has said he is still saying – the Bible is not a dead letter it is living and active 
 Read: Hebrews 3:7-4:12; 12:5-11; Rev. 2-3 

God powerfully speaks as we proclaim what God has spoken  
The Rhema Word is the preaching of the Logos Word and the power is in the Logos 

Acts 10:44; ‘While Peter was still saying these things (rhema), the Holy Spirit fell on those 
who heard the word (logos).’  

We do not disarm the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) – e.g. preacher shuts the Bible and walks away  
We do not ignore His light (2 Pet. 1:19-20; Isa. 8:16-22) 

We are in the dark awaiting the dawn of Jesus' return. Our world is dark and our hearts are 
dark. We have one light – the Scriptures inspired by the Spirit and confirmed by the first 
coming of Christ. The light doesn’t come from the world – form within – comes from the 
Scriptures – so we want to put that high up – not under a bowl. 

 
False choices:  God says   v.   God said 

God works   v.   I work  
Spirit   v.   Preparation 

Acts 6:4 - Both prayer AND preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2011/10/11/till-our-tongues-rot/
http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2012/05/24/spirit-led-preaching/


 
 
 

Working on a sermon:   1 Peter 1:1-12 
 
 
What is it saying? 
 Read, read, read 
 What are the repeated words or themes?  
 What are the surprises?   
 What do you learn about God / Jesus here? 

 
 

The Big Idea 
(a) There is Coherence in all good human communication and in the Bible e.g. Mark 1:1; in the 

Prophets, “The Word (singular) of the Lord came to...” – we speak in units that are about 
something. 

(b) Practically in Communication it is worth remembering that it is very difficult for listeners to 
remember more than one thing. 

(c) Depth – to get to the one thing that unites the passage is very hard work – and that hard 
quarrying is good for us – it takes you very deep into the Word. 

(d) In the end the deeper we go we find that the Big Idea of the passage (as the big idea of the 
Bible itself) will be something about Jesus – Luke 24:44-47. All the hard work leads us to him, 
to see a new facet of his character, a new aspect of his work, a fresh colour of grace flowing 
from his throne (Rev. 4). 
 
 

§ Establish the Big Idea 
What is the one thing Luke is trying to tell his readers? 

Will need to read, read, read 
Read the whole letter1 and repeatedly read the passage  
And ask the text loads of questions     
May well take a number of hours    

 
 Divide the passage into a few chunks (portions/paragraphs). There are various ways you can 

do this  E.g. John 3 could be broken down by: 
o  Content – New birth / belief 
o Location – Jerusalem / Judea 
o Time – at feast /after 
o Actors/speakers – Nic & Jesus / John & disciples 
o Repeated phrase – truly, truly / whoever… eternal life 
o Logic – For – v16 

N.B. Not all of these ways of breaking up a passage will be appropriate for all texts. E.g. 
location and time will be more appropriate to narrative while logic is going to be mainly for 
arguments in speeches and epistles. 

 Now try to summarise each chunk in one sentence.   

                                                           
1
 As we read the whole of 1 Peter you get a sense of the big themes and find almost all the historical 

background you need. The readers are mainly Gentiles (4:4) but Peter addresses them as Israel (1:1 (cf. Ezek. 
20:23,41; John 11:52; Mark 13:27); 2:9). Persecution is soon to come (4:12) (it will come through Nero to Peter 
personally (John 21:18-19) in Rome (‘Babylon’ – 5:13)) but Christ has suffered for us, we rejoice in him and 
suffer with him now and we will soon, after a ‘little while’, share in his glory and the joy of seeing him. 

Be Christ-centred 



 Now try to summarise the whole passage in one sentence.  Try to come up with a sentence 
(not too long and specific or too short and vague) that describes the passage but is also a truth 
about God / Jesus. What is the distinctive message of this passage? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another way to get to the Big Idea / check your Big Idea: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So e.g.  

We might say that the Big Idea of the Bible is ‘life in Christ crucified’. 
1 Peter will fit within that, highlighting particular aspects of Christ and his work and 
life in him.  

We might say that the Big Idea of 1 Peter is ‘through suffering to glory’ or 
‘standing in the true grace of God’ 

Each passage in 1 Peter will fit into that big idea and contribute to 
those themes. 

 
How does that change our Big Idea for 1 Peter 1:1-12? 
Is it possible to find a key verse? 
 
 
     
 
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chunk 1 Chunk 4 Chunk 3 Chunk 2 

Big Idea of passage 

Big Idea of the Bible 

Big Idea of the Book / Letter 

Big Idea of passage 

http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2011/09/29/seeing-a-passage-through-the-lens-of-one-verse/

