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- The Book of Daniel is about a guy shot down behind enemy lines – he’s 14 or 15 years old – he gets 
lifted out of the promised land, home – and dropped in Shinar, Babylon – enemy territory – ever 
since Genesis 11 and the tower of Babel this place is enemy territory. 

- And if you’re born again this morning you’ve been dropped into enemy territory – you’ve been 
rescued out of darkness, you’ve changed sides, you’re sons and daughters of the light now but you 
live in the midst of a dark world at war with itself and at war with the light. 

- Daniel helps us to get that mindset – to raise our spiritual awareness that we are behind enemy 
lines, it shows us what sort of attacks the enemy is going to thrown at us and it shows us how to 
stand and fight. 

 

Dan 1 
The fight introduced 
Like the boxers walking towards the ring: 
v1-2_______________ 
At first you think it’s Neb. versus God 
But actually God gave Jerusalem to Neb. – Neb. is unwittingly doing his will – and as we go through Daniel 
we find that it’s not just good Daniel against bad Neb. – God is actually working to save Neb. 

This is where the fight (our fight) is different from the film – we don’t fight against people but 
against the rulers, authorities, powers, spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

So what is the fight? 
The True God versus Babylonian gods  - v2_____________ 
 Right from the beginning we can see this is going to be no contest. 
  V2 – God gives a nation to Neb. and Neb. gives the stuff to his god 

One God is in charge of nations, living, active, powerful, giving. 
The other god is sitting there in a temple receiving things laid in front of him. 

Right at the beginning – let’s not over-estimate the battle – the gods of the nations are rubbish, nothing - 
sure there are demonic forces behind the worship of idols and the devil is a strong man and we’ll look at his 
tactics but he’s basically nothing compared to the true Lord God.   
 

Round 1 
Soft approach   

- V3-4________________  - this the subtle approach – he’s taking the top layer of society, the 
best students from the best schools and he’s not killing them or torturing them – he’s 
indoctrinating them – the Babylonians are experts at conquering people and they know how 
powerful it is to get the future leaders and make them think like Babylonians and send them 
back to rule their people – like that film the Manchurian candidate if you’ve seen it – this is a 
subtle attack – so it’s probably the most powerful of all – a battle for the mind – and here it 
comes through the education system.  Now I don’t know much about the 8-4-4 system but I 
know the UK education and I know that there’s a lot good but there are also subtle lies that run 
all the way through it. Here are 3 big ones: 

o There’s no God – not so much said but implied by the fact he’s not there, he’s 
airbrushed out, he’s not at the centre, not foundation of truth – not the one in whom 
all things hang together – he’s just for PPI or CRE – everything else we can study 
without any reference to him. 

o Man is God – we are at the centre, we are naturally good, history is the story of men 
doing stuff, achieving stuff, science is about the triumph of man over nature, the chief 
aim of everything is to make man comfortable and healthy. 

o Knowledge is power – education is about getting knowledge so that you can get an 
advantage over other people who don’t have as much education – that’s how 



Babylonian education worked – initiation into secret knowledge so that you can 
manipulate the spirits, the gods, manipulate other people, so you can rise in power and 
status, that’s how most education systems work. 

I’m not saying don’t go to school – Daniel and his friends didn’t go on strike – but look out for the 
subtle deceptions – when you read a textbook, when you turn on TV, read magazine, you are being 
preached at – some of it may be good and some of it may be subtly indoctrinating you to think 
there’s no God, man is God, knowledge is power.  
- Then they draw the line:  V5, v8______________   – not because of Jewish food laws (wine 

would have been fine) – it’s because sharing in the kings table would be eating from the table 
of demons (1 Cor. 10:21) – the food has been sacrificed to idols and he would be basically 
participating in that, the exact sin that had got Judah chucked out of promised land in the first 
place. 

o Why refuse food but not education? – education you can filter – you can take the good 
and leave the bad, you can take captive every thought and make it obey Christ but food 
– but you sit down to eat from the king’s table and you are in fellowship with demons  

 Very often initiation ceremonies involve eating or drinking something – like a 
satanic equivalent of the Lord’s Supper – you are binding yourself to one 
another and to the god you are feasting with 

o So how do you stand against the subtle attack: 
 Reading Bible – where does a 14 year old get a word like ‘defile’ from? (v8) 
 Being critical – not swallowing everything, think when you listen/read/watch. 
 Knowing the goodness of God – Daniel says give us sukuma wiki and water for 

10 days and just you see how we get on, and v15___________ - Daniel doesn’t 
say, “I don’t want the pleasures of this world I’ll have hardship and boredom 
and I’ll just grit my teeth and get through it” – no, he knows John 
10:10_____________ 

 God mades them stand – v17____________ 
Who wins round 1? – v20______________  This is the Devil at his strongest but God wipes the floor 
with him 
- Encouraging – they’re in Babylon, a tiny group, surrounded by a godless society, indoctrination 

– and in that situation it is still possible to be blameless – encouraging. 
- Exposing – because it means I have no excuse – we easily say, ‘You don’t know how hard it is to 

be a Christian where I am’ – well doesn’t get more hardcore than this and Daniel and his friends 
stand – would I? – perhaps I’d be more like Neb. and the magicians – enmeshed in a system of 
lies that I don’t even notice. 
What we need then is not just Daniel’s example – we need deliverance... 

 

Round 2 (Dan. 2) 
Nasty approach 
Get’s nasty – the attack doesn’t come with a smile this time but with fury. 
 We see more of the demonic but we also see its weakness more. 
V1_________  

- Who starting this?  Not the devil taking the initiative here. 
Neb. says to his magicians and enchanters ‘Tell me the interpretation’, they say, ‘Tell us the dream’, he says 
‘No.’  V5-6____________ 

- This is the classic dictator – rage & destruction if you fail me or extravagant gifts if you please 
me – Sometimes we think God is like that – but actually it’s the devil who’s like that.  When see 
anger, in the home, in society -  it is both a manifestation of the devil and an entry point – it is a 
picture of his nature and it gives him legal permission to have a foothold (Eph. 4:26-27). 

The magicians say can’t do it – very interesting – they can’t read minds – the devil doesn’t know what 
you’re thinking right now – he is limited.  And what’s their big problem? v11___________  - They don’t 
know incarnation – don’t know of a coming-down God, the God who dwells with his people. 
V12_____________ - fury again. And his anger threatens to wipe out Daniel and his mates. 
Amazingly, Daniel is cool as a cucumber – v14-15______________ 



o Anger and fear versus this coolness and calmness– because Daniel knows the merciful, 
sovereign Lord of heaven  

v18____________ -  They pray for revelation (not fire from heaven, binding the devil etc.) cf. Ephesians 
1:17-19; 3:18-19. 
Revelation is given by grace. 
In case we haven’t got the point that magicians and sorcerers can’t do it: v27-30 
Daniel preaches God’s revelation – A statue = Babylon, Media-Persia, Greek, Roman, and then v44-
45______________  - the Kingdom of Christ is going to come and smash earthly kingdoms to bits. 
Now Neb. is not furious he’s falling on his face and he’s praising the God who reveals mysteries (v46-47). 
How was the battle turned around? 

- Prayer and the Word – that’s how we go on the attack in spiritual warfare – Pray for a 
deep revelation of the gospel – then preach the gospel of the kingdom 

- By Daniel – who is a pattern for us but also a prototype Jesus – he’s different to his 
friends (1:17); in ch. 2 he saves his friends and the idolaters.  We need this Jesus, the 
great revealer of mysteries and the great wrecking ball of human kingdoms. 

 
Round 3 (Dan. 3) 
Idolatry approach  – this is the devil at his crudest but also weakest 

- V1___________  Neb. Looked like he was softening a bit end of round 2 but doesn’t really get it 
– he’s added the God of Daniel to his gods and he’s really more into being a god himself. 

- He didn’t really listen to what Daniel was preaching except idea of a gold statue – we can be 
like that – interested in Bible, get some ideas – faith to get things, miracles are cool – but don’t 
listen carefully and feel the force of the big point – you’re going to get smashed. 

- So sets up golden statue you’ve got to worship 
o Happens right now – statues set up all over Nairobi – look at the advertising posters, 

watch MTV, listen to what people get excited about and go on and on about – and you 
will see golden statues  

-  where do you go when you’re scared 
-  what do you want more than anything 
-  what would you never be willing to give up under any circumstances   - that is your golden 

statue 
- money, education, status, celebrity, football, newest technology, different music subcultures, 

sexual fulfilment, even religion – these are things people bow down to, base their identities on, 
will sacrifice anything for. 

V4-5_____________   Great sound system, great unity 
and a good deal of persuasion: v6______________ 
Worship or fire – think you’ve felt peer pressure?!?  Surely this is where they crumble, round 1 was 
good but they’ll bow now 
Amazingly they don’t! v12______________  - you see it’s the Idolatry issue – like in chapter 1 but 
much more blatant now.  They are accused here by their colleagues - Politics and personal career 
issues and jealousies come in – S, M, and A have been promoted past them. 
Neb. is furious again (v13) – if you knock someone’s idol they get angry 
V15________________ – this is the key question. 
The response: “Yes he can but even if not we won’t bow” (v16-18)    

o Parts of India like this – loads of gods, even add Jesus to the gods – but if you say I 
won’t bow down to the village gods, I’m just bowing down to my God – hated, killed... 

Just listen to the story: V19-27_____________ 
Punchline of round 3 – v28-29_________________ 

This is the Gospel – there is a God who saves, by sending his Son into the fire- with the Son of God, you can 
go through the fire of persecution, even through death itself.  
So how deal with the idolatry attack? 

o Stand early on when it’s subtle (ch. 1) 
o With the gospel – just trust in the great Saviour God – the idols claim to save but can’t 

– money cannot save you, education cannot save you, sex cannot save you – actually 
enslave you – only God can save you, only with God is life eternally safe – that’s why 



brothers in India are willing to stand for Christ even when it might mean death –  they 
know they are eternally safe and they’ll be raised with Christ – they know the God who 
has come down into the fiery furnace of the Cross and saved them. 

 

Round 4 (Dan. 4) 
Pride approach         
The devil tries the last weapon in his armoury – Pride – God has won the first three rounds, protected his 
people and shown himself to be the sustainer, the revealer, the saving God – and Neb. is being drawn 
closer and closer to true faith - but devil is determined Neb. is not going to be saved and change sides and 
the best way is to puff him up 
– even for us heard message of salvation, even accepted, the devil’s best attack is pride – because if we’re 
proud we’ll shift our weight from trusting in Jesus to trusting in ourselves, change our focus from him to 
ourselves and what we’ve done  
V1__________   It’s testimony time at church and, to everyone’s amazement, Neb. comes to the front and 
takes microphone and says “Bwana asifiwe” – that’s v1-3 and rest of the chapter is his testimony – basically 
“I was proud and God humbled me and saved me” 

V4-9 :   Rerun of ch. 2 – dream, magicians can’t interpret, Daniel can because he has the Spirit. 
V10-18: Neb. doesn’t bother with the “You tell me the dream” thing – tells it to Daniel – great tree, 
chopped down, bound, v15 strangely shifts to ‘He’, man becomes beast, so that... v17__________ – 
gives to lowliest 

  God is going to set over the kingdom of men the lowliest 
  Will lowliest win the election in March 2013? 
  God’s plan – ch. 2 – smash the kingdoms of the world but with the lowliest of men. 

V19-27 – Daniel says – “It’s you, repent before it’s too late” – Daniel is prepared to speak truth to 
power, to preach an uncomfortable gospel. 

 Neb. doesn’t repent – v29-30____________ 
 –  Isn’t this a great set of exam results that I have built? 

    Isn’t this a great body that I have built? 
    Isn’t this a great reputation for coolness that I have built? 
 V31-33_____________   – The great king is reduced to a dribbling madman. 
 Have you been humbled? 
  Sometimes people quote verse about humbling yourself under God’s hand 
  But have you had God humble you? 

 Maybe you thought you had it all and God took it all away 
 Maybe you thought you were in control and God showed you weren’t 
 Maybe you thought that you were a good person and you fell in a major way and 

God revealed your heart is desperately wicked 
I have had that experience – it’s not pleasant – but it has to happen – God loves us too 
much not to humble us – he has to cut us down so he can lift us up 

v34_______________ reason returned – pride is insanity – it’s ridiculously silly – it’s saying “I’m big 
and great and in charge” when you’re a tiniest speck of dust – it’s saying “I want to enjoy looking at 
myself” -  Then you look to heaven and see a huge, sovereign, beautiful, gracious Lord God. 

 v37 – punchline  __________________ - finished testimony – sits back down. 
 So Satan’s plan has backfired – finally Neb.’s come to salvation 
  Pride is a great attack 
  But let’s use it to take us back to the God who humbles us 

Let’s keep looking upward at the lowliest man standing beside the Father 
 

Round 5 (Dan. 5) 
This is a quick knock out - driving home message of ch. 4 
Repeat of chapter 4 with Neb’s successor, Belshazzar – Pride again – he has a huge “Aren’t I great?” party 
with piles of bling and serves the wine in the cups from the Temple in Jerusalem, praises his manmade gods 
as he slobbers over the holy things of the True God. 
God turns up and spoils the party - Not a dream this time – writing on the wall 
Again mystery 



Again Daniel called in to interpret it 
Again Daniel fearlessly preaches a humbling message – “You should have learnt from what happened to 
father and humbled yourself himself, oh and the writing on the wall says “Game Over”” 
And that night he dies 
 

Round 6 (Dan. 6) 
Drives home the message of ch. 3 – the fiery furnace 
Again you’ve got full on persecution 
Again there’s a law enforcing idolatry 
This time it’s not just you must worship the king – now you’re not allowed to pray to anyone but the king - 
More like North Korea or Saudi Arabia – where if you refuse to bow to the state God then you are in big big 
trouble 
Again there’s politics and personal rivalry and jealousy from colleagues 
What does he do – v10_______________ – that is spiritual warfare – keeping trusting, keeping loving God, 
talking to him 
Then Daniel is bound and thrown into the lion’s den, just like his mates had been thrown into the fiery 
furnace – and again the Angel of the Lord, the Son of God comes in to save him. 
Just like the three guys had no whiff of smoke – v23_______________no harm on him 

- Again the message is: Trust in the saviour God 
- And also there’s a massive hint of Jesus when you look at Daniel here  

o The jealousy of the religious leaders trying to trap him and get him killed 
o Praying before his death 
o The Governor who know he’s innocent and tries to get him released but fails 
o Sealed in a tomb 
o Rushing there at daybreak 
o And finding him basically risen from the dead  

 
Let me finish 
Can I give you the secret of Spiritual Warfare? – Jesus.  
The book of Daniel is full of him:  

- The promise of Jesus (the rock who will smash the kingdoms)  
- The pattern of Jesus (fearlessly praying and preaching and willingly walking towards suffering) 
- The presence of Jesus (the one walking around in the furnace – the God who is right with in 

suffering, in persecution) 
Hold onto the promise 
Follow the pattern 
Enjoy the presence 

Wrap yourself in Jesus – his righteousness, his life, his death for you.  
That’s how you stand behind enemy lines 

 That’ll mean suffering like him but also experiencing his resurrection power. 
You will face persecution and all the subtlety and rage of the enemy but you will be wrapped in the 
indestructible life of Jesus and nothing will be able to touch you – no hex, no curse, no fear, no 
death and hell. 

  
 


